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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 

13 MARCE 1946, 

SUBMISSION OF AFFIDAVITS BY THE DEFENSE 
PURSUANT TO THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL 
DATED 5 JULY 1946, 


3 August 1946 


COMMISSIONER: 
Mr, George R, Taylor. 
THE GESTAPO, 
(FOLLOWING RECESS) 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR; The Commission will convene for the 
purpose of hearing affidavits on hehalf of the Gestapo. Will you start, 
Dr. Merkel? 


DR. MERKEL; I desire to submit the affidavit of Dr. 
EMIL BERNDORFF, a summary of which follows: 

BR. EMIL BERNDORFF = Oberresierunge u, Kriminalrat: "The 
Civil Service Employees of the Protective=Custody department were adminis- 
trative officials, Frequently the issuance of the Protective-Custody decree 
was rejected. The execution of Protective-Custody in the greatest majority 
of instances did not take Place in the concentration camps, but in jails, In 


1936 the amount of people in protective-custody amounted to 5,000 to 5,500 


at the beginning of the war, to about 10,000, 
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At the end of the war, there were about 25,000 and a few thousand 
others, in addition to about 60,000 Poles, 

At that time, the total amount of camp inmates was approximately 
550,000 to 600,000, As social and criminal elements among the concentration 

that prisoners, 

camp inmates represented a much larger figure than Simxm of political murusxay 

The political sections of the concentration camps were subordinate to the 
camp commandant and not to the RSHA, The protective-custody department never 
was informed about mass arrests or mass exterm inetions of Jews, nor did it 
participate by issuance of protective-custody decrees, When in November, 1938, 
20,000 Jews were arrested, these were released about six months later, The 
protectiveecustody department had nothing to do with the concentration camp Theres~ 
ienstadt, The competent department chief was not permitted to enter that 
camp. The "bullet" decree had nothing to do with shootings, It meant that 
prisoners were to be stopped from escaping by a ball and chain, The decree 
was revoked later. Neither the border police nor the customs police had 
applied for any protective custody orders, This had to be done by the come 
petent Gestapo office," 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR; Are there any objections to the affidavit? 

COMMANDER HARRIS: I have no objections. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked GESTAPO NO, 86 for 
Identification purposes, 

ELTTTTTTOTETTT 

DR. MERKEL; Affidavit of ANTON WEISS, Regierungerat: It was the 

task of Untersuchungsfuehrers (Man in charge of investigation) of the Sipo 


to investigate matters pertaining to the following affairs: punishable 


actions as well as disciplinary infringements against members of the Sipo 
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and of the SD, They did not exercise any judicial functions. Members 
of the Sipo were subject to more severe laws than other felons. Severely 
punishable were infringements of the secrecy duties and crimes against 
property. Sometimes aa ARE was prescribed. It would not 
matter in the prosecution of punishable actions against members of the 
Sipo whether this action was taken against Jews or non-Jews, German or non= 
German nationals, It was less the deed itself which was punished, but mtkuzr 
rather the will to commit a crime, Six individual examples are given to prove 
that members of the Sipo were either punished by death or given terms at hard 
labor because of crimes against property, black-mail, mistreatment or statutory 
crimes," 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there any objections to the affidavit? 

COMMANDER HARRIS: I have no objections, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affiiavit be marked GESTAPO NO. 87 for 
identification purposes, 

bkk A E E EOE E OE OE OE E OET OEE EE EERE 

DR. MERKEL: Affidavit of Dr, Emil Berndorf, Oberregierungs-und 
Krim. Rat.: "File Number V C BNO.831/44 GRS designates Amt. V in the 
RSHA, It signifies that the letter emanates from the rtz Reichs criminal 
police headquarters. Pansinger had been the successor of Nebes as leiter 
of Amt. V since the summer of 1944, M@ksriz Obersturmbannfuehrer Dr. Schulze 
was leiter of Gruppe "Kriegsfahndung" — for persons involved in crimes 
pertaining to the war effort) in Amt, V,’ 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR; Are there any objections to the affidavit? 


COMMANDER HARRIS; I have no objections, 
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COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked GESTAPO NO, 88 for 

identification purposes, 
LELLE EEEE EEEE EE E EEE EE ERASE KH 

DR. MERKEL; Affidavit of DR. HANS SCHMITZ, Kriminaldirektor; "Before 
1933 and after the Counter-Intelligence police was a special section of the 
Political police, It was their task to deal with the criminal investigation 
of cases of high treason, The offices of the counter-intelligence police 
were separated from the rest of the offices of the state police by iron doors 
or iron gates, Employees of the counter-intelligence police were not aware 
of the activity of the state police, The entire personnl of the cowter-intel- 
ligence police amount to about two to three thousand people. The counter- 
intelligence police did not send people to concentration camps, they merely 
transferred people to the comptenent law courts. The counter-intelligence 
police had nothing to do with Jewish affairs, The counter-intelligence police 
did not use third degree interrogations, The Abwehrbeauftragten (counter- 
intelligence agent) in industries always were people working there. They were 
not Gestapo employees, A very close and friendly cooperation took place 
between Stapo Koeln and several Dutch Police authorities in varied matters, 
Very frequently Dutch executive police officials came to conferences at 
Cologne and en 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there any objections to the affidavit? 

COMMANDER HARRIS: I have no objections, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR; Let the affidavit be marked GESTAPO NO for 


identification purposes, 


OR a ah abe ale ah ae a ae ahead abe a aa okk k k 
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DR. MERKEL: Affidavit of Siegfried Veberreither, Gauleiter: 
"No hostages were shot in the Untersteiermark (lower Styria). The 
cases mentioned in Document USSR 258 deal with persons under 
sentence of death for crimes they had committed," 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: * Are there any objections to the affidavit? 
COMMANDER HARRIS? I have no objections, 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR; Let the affidavit be marked GESTAPO NO, 90 


for identification purposes, 


RAORS RE RRER EERE RERREEE 
DR. MERKEL; Affidavit of Dr, Brick Isselhorst, Oberregierungsrat, a 


summary of which follows: "While the witness was Stapostellenleiter (Stapo 


Office Chief) in Bologne and BdS in Bksuus Alsace, the Stapo did not persecute 


the Catholic church. While he was active Stapo office chief in Munich, he 
had attempted to mitigate the anti-church decrees of the famktsx Gauleiter," 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there any objections to the affidavit? 
COMMANDER HARRIS; I have no objections, 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked GESTAPO NO. 91 
for identification purposes, 
Á LT EEE LE TE ZEN TI Tr 


DR. MERKEL: I have no further affidavits, 


COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: We will recess for five minutes, 
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FOLLOWING RECESS, 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR; Dr, Gawlik, representing the SD has an affidavit. 
Will you proceed, Dr. Gawlik? E 
TE SDa 
DR. GAWLIK; Affidavit of Gerty Brèiter, a summary of which is 
as follows: "Hauptscherfuehrer Ruebe was not a member of the SD, but 
of the Gestapo. In Minsk the SD had nothing to do with Jewish affairs., 
The SD activity in Minsk consisted merely of making reports on the general 
morale and opinion," 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR; Are there any objections to the affidavit? 
COMMANDER HARRIS: I have no objections, 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked SD NO, 69 for 
identification purposes, 
RARER EREKSERRARSS 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there sa further affidavits, There being 
mone, the commission will adjourn, 


(THE COMMISSION ADJOUNRED AT 1130 HOURS, ) 
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Öberregierungs- u,Kriminalrat 


9 NL 


Die Beamten des Schutzhaftreferates waren 


Verwaltungsbeamte. Vom Schutzhaftrefsrat 
wurde die Verhaengung dsr Schutzhaft oft 
ebgelehnt. In der ueberwiegenden Mehrzahl der 
Faelle erfolgte die Vollstreekung der Schutz- 
haft nicht in einem KL, sondern in einem Ge- 
faengnis. Die Zahl der Schutzhaeftlinge be- 
trug 1936 etwa 5.000 bis 5.5000, am Kriegs- 
beginn etwa 10,000, Am Inde des “rieges etwa 
25.0006 , dazu kamen noch einige Tausend 


andere Personen und etwa 60.000 Polen. 


Die Gesamtzahl der lagerinsassen betrug um 
diese Zeit etwa 550,000 bis 600,000, Die Zah] 
der Asozialen und Krimiellen KL-Insassen 

war wesentlich hosher als die Zahl der poli- 


tischen Haeftlinge. 


Die politischen Abteilungen der KL unter- 
standen nicht dem RSHA, sondern dem Lager- 
kommandanten., Von Massenfestnehmen oder 
Massenvernichtungem der Juden war das Schutz- 
haftreferat niemals unterrichtet oder durch 
Ausstellung von Schutzhaftbefehlen beteiligt 
worden. Die 20,000, im Nov. 19 festgenom«- 
menen Juden wurden etwa 6 Monate spaeter wie» 
der entlassen. Mit dem KL Theresienstadt hat! 
das Schutzhaftreferat nichts zu tun, dem Re» 
ferenten war das Betreten dieses Lagers nich! 
gestattet, Der Kugelerlass hat mit Erschiess: 
nichts zu tun, sondern bedeutete, dass die 
Heeftlinge mit einer E isenkugel am Flucht- 


versuch verhindert warem.. Der Erlass 





87.) Weiss » Anton 
Regierungsrat 


IT 


wurde spaeter wieder aufgehoben, Von der 
Grenzpolizei und dem Zollgrenzschutz sind keine 
Schutzheftantraege bestellt worden, es musste 
dies vielmehr durch die zustaendige Stapostelle 
geschehen, 


Die Aufgabe eines Untersuchungsfuehrers in der 
Sipo wer es, Ermittlungen in folgenden Angejgen- 
heiten anzustellten: Strafbare Handlungen, sowie 
Disziplinarvergehen gegen Angehoerige der Sipe und 
des SD „ Eine richterliche Taetigkeit hatte er nicht 
auzuueben. Die Angehoerigen der Sipe waren weit 
strengeren Strafbestinmungen ausgesetzt als andere 
Rechtsbrecher. Verstoesse gegen die Geheimhaltun ‚s- 
pflicht sowie Zigentumsdelikte wurden ganz beson- 
ders schwer geahndet, unter Umstaenden mit der Todes 
strafe. Bei der Verfolgung strafbarer Handlungen 
om Angehoerige der Sipo spielte es keine Rolle, 
sie 


ob zx sich gegen Juden oder Nicht juden, Deutsche 


oder Nichtdeutsche richtete, Es wurde weniger die 


Tat selbst, als der verbrecherische Wille bestraft, 


6 besonders Einzelbeispiele beweisen, dass die Tae» 
ter ( Angehoerige der Sipo ) wegen Tisentumsdelikten 
Erpressungen, Misshandlungen, sittlichen Verfehlunger 


u.ae, zum Teil zum Tode, zum Teil zu mehr jaehirgen 


Zuchthausstrafen verurteilt wurden, 





88e) Berndorf Dr.Eail 
Oberregierungs- und Krim,Rat 


99.) S chm i tz , Dr.Hans 
Kriminaldirektor 
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Das Aktenzeichen V © BNO.831/hi GRS ist 

ein Aktenzeichen des Amtes V im RSHA und 
bedeutet, dass das Schreiben aus dem Reichs 
kriminalpolizeiamt stammt, Panzinger war 
seit Sommer 44} als Nachfeolger Nebes der 
Leiter des Amtes V. Oberstunrbannfuehrer 
Dr«Schulze war der Leiter der Gruppe 


“Kriegsfahndung* im Amt Vs 


Die Abwehrpolizei war vor ünd nach 1933 
eine besondere HEAEKK Sparte der politisch. 
Polizei . Ihre Aufgabe war die kriminalist 


sche Aufklaerung von Imdesverratsfaellen. 


Die Dienststellen der pwehrpolizei waren 


durch Eisentueren oder Zisengitter von 
den uebrigen Dienststellen der Staatspoli - 
zei abgetrennt. Beamte der Abwehrpolizei 
hatten keine Kenntnis ueber die Taetig- 
keit der Staatspolizei, Der Gesamtpersonal 
bestand der Abwehrpolizei betrug etwa 

2 = 3,000 Koepfe, Einweisungen in ein KL 
erfolten durch die Abwehrpolizei nicht, 
sondern lediglich Ueberstellung an die 
zustaendigen Gerichte. > Judenangelc;zen- 
heiten hatte die Abwehrpolizei nichts zu 
tun. Verschaerfte Vermehmmgen wurden 

bei der Abwehrpolizei nicht durghgefuehrt, 
Die Abwehrbeauftragten in den Industrie- 
betrieben waren ausschliesslich Verks- 
angehoerige, keine Stapobeamten. Zwischen 
der Stape Koeln und verschiedenen hollaen 
dischen Polizeibehoerden fand auf ver~ 


schiedenen Gebieten eine sehr enge und 





I UNI 


und kameradschaftliche Zusamm enarbeit statt, 
Leitende niederlaendische Polizeibeamte waren sehr 
haeufig zu Besprechungen in Koeln und umgekehrt, 


99%.)Ueberrejther In der Untersteiermark wurden keine Geiseln 
Siegfried 
Gauleiter erschossen, bei den in der Urkunde USSR 253 


1; : 
erwaehnten Fallen, handelte es Sich um Personen 


die wegen begangener Verbrechen zun Tod verur- 


teilt waren, 





91. Issalhorst Dr. Erich 
überregie rungsrat. 


in 


"ashrend der Taetigkeit des Zeugen als 
Stapostellenleiter in Koeln sowie als 

BaS im “lsase hat eine Verfolgung der katholi- 
schen Kirche durch die Steapo nicht statte- 
fundene Auch waehrend seiner Taetickeit ala 
Stepostellenleiter in Muenchen hat er mildernd 
auf kirchenfeindliche Beschluesse des “qulei- 


tere eingewirkt, 
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Eidesstattliche Frklaerung zum Anklagepunkt Finsategrunnen, 


Statement of Evidence VI A des Trisl-Ppiefes, insbeanndere 
zu Anklegedokument PS 1475. 


/ Nr. 69 Breiter Gertys 


Feuntscherfuehrer R u a be prhoerte 
nicht dem D an, sondern er wer Gestrnde 
Beanter. Der M hatte In Minsk mit Jydene | 
fragen nichts zu tun. Pie M_Taatigreit 
in Minsk bestand lediglich in der Arfas. 
sung von Berichten ueber allgemeine Stim 
mung und Meinunesbiléune. 
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OFFICI..L TR.NSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZ TIONS, T KEN BEYORE A 
COMMISSION AFPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUN.L DATED 13 
M.RCH 1946, 
SUBMISSION OF „FFIDAVITS BY THE DEFENSE 
PURSU..NT TO THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL 
D..TED 5 JULY 1946. 
5 August 1946. 
COMMISSIONER: 
Re Taylor. 
THE GESTAPO 
(FOLLOWING RECESS) 

COMMISSIONER TYLOR: Tho Com-ission will convene for 
the purpose of hoering affidavits on behalf of the Ges 

desire to submit the affidavit of Dr. 
ZMIL BERNDORFF, ^ summary of which follows: 

DR. ENTL_ BENNDORFF-Oberresicrunze U» Kriainalrat: "Tho 
Civil Service Employees of the Protective-Custody department 
were administrative officials, Frequently, the issuanco of 
the Protoctive-Custody deerce was rejected. The execution 
of Protective-Custody in the greatest majority of instances 
did not take place in tho concentration camps, but in jails. 
In 1936 the number of people in protective-custody amounted 
to 5,000 to 5,500 at the beginning of the wer, to bout 10- 
000, 

„tb the end of the wrr, there were bout 25,000 and a few 
thousand others, in nddition to about 60,000 Poles. 

at thot tinc, the total amount of e;mp inmates was ap- 
proximatsly 550,000 to 600,000. œs social nnä criminal cle- 
ments among the concentration camp inmates represented a much 


larger figure than that of political prisoners. 


5770 
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The politiccl sections of the concentration camps were 
Subordinate to the camp commandant ant not to the RSH... Tho 


protective-custody department never was informed about mass 


arrests or mass cxtorminations of Jews, nor did it partici- 


pete by issuance of protective-custody deeress. “hen in Nov- 


ember, 1935, 20,000 Jows were arrested, these were released 
about six months later. The protective-custody department 
had nothing to do with the concentration cnp, Thoresienstadt, 
The competent departmont chief was not permitted to onter 
thet camp. The "bullet" decree hed nothing to do with shoote 
ings. It meant that prisonors wero to be stopped from ese 
caping by a ball and chain. The decree was revoked later. 
Neither the border police nor the customs police had applicd 
for any protective custody orders, This head to be done by the 
competent Gestapo offico,'" 
COMMISSIONER 7 | arc there any objections to the 
effidavit ? 
COMLNDER HLRRIS: I hevo no objoctions. 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit bo marked GES- 
IPO NO, 86 for identification purposes. 
ko a akk kkk >ik 2 
‚ffidavit of ¿NTON WSIS 2s lerungerat; 
was the task of Untersuchunzsfuehrers (irn in charge of 
investigation) of the SIPO to inve stigate mattcrs pertrin- 
ing to the following affsi punishable actions as well as 
Gisciplinory infringements against members of i SITO and of 
the SD. They did not exorcise any judicial functions. 
bers of the SIPO wore subject to more severe laws then 
felons. Severely punishable were infringements of the 
cy duties and erines against property. So:ctines even 
tal punishnent was prescribed. It would not matter in the 
prosecution of punishable actions against members of the SIP 
whether this action was tekon against Jews or non-Jews, Gor- 
nan or non-Gernan nationals. It was less the deed itself that 


was punished, but rather the will to commit a crime. Six indi- 


3771 





Im 


vidual examples are given to prove that members of the SIPO 
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were either punisheä by death or given terms at hard labor be- 
cause of criücs against property, RN mistreatment or 
statuatory erines.“ 
COMMISSIONER TYLOR: „re there any objections to the af- 

fidavit . 

COML:NDER EIS: I have no objections, 

COMMISSIONER T.YLOR: Let the affidavit be marked GEST. .- 
PO NO, 87 for identification purposes. 

202227272728 

DR. MERKEL: Affidavit of Dr. Zail Berndorf, Oberregie- 
rungs-und Krin. Ra "File Number V © BNO.831/44 GRS losir- 
nates nt. Vint RSH. It signifies that the letter em- 
inates from the Reichs criminal police hesdquarters. 
ger had been the successor of Nebes a iter of „at. V since 
the summer of 1944, Obersturmbannfuehrer Dr. Schulze was lei- 
ter of Gruppe "Kriosgfahndung" (search for persons involved in 
crines pertaining to the war effort) in „it. Ver 

COLIMISSIONER TAYLOR: „re there any objections to the‘af- 
fidavit ? 

COMLNDER HLRRIIS: I have no objections 

COMMISSIONER TYLOR: Let the affidevit 
PO NO, 88 for identificetion purposes. 

AE OK IS 2c 6 5 IS Is k 2k 21s k k kokk 

DR. MERKEL: „Sfilevit of DR. HANS SCHIIITZ2,Kri.inaldir- 
ektor: "Bofore 1933 and after the Counter-Intelligence police 
was a special section of the Political police. It was the 
task to deal with the criminal investigation of cases of high 
treason. The offices of the ‘ gounter-intolligence police wore 
separated from the rest of the offices of the state police by 
iron doors or iron gates. Eployees of the counter-intellizence 
police were not cware of the cetivity of the state police. The 
entire personnel of the counter- -intelligence police amount to 
about three-thousand people, The counter-intelligence police 


0772 
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did not senä people to concentration camps, they merely 
transferred people to the competent law courts. Ths count- 
er-intelligence police had nothing to do with Jowish affeirs. 
The counter-intellizence police did not use third degree 
interrogations. The „bwehrbeauftragten (eounter-intellizence 
agent) in industries always were people working there. hey 
were not Gestapo employees. .. very close and friendly co- 
operation took place between Stzpo Koclin and several Dutch 
Police authorities in varied matters. Vory frequently Dutch 
executive police officials came to conferences at Cologne 
and vice-vorsea, 

COMA IISSIONER TYLOR: Are there any objections to 
affidavit? 

CO.M.NDER H.RRIS: I have no objections, 


COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked 


IPO NO. 89 , for identification purposes, 


2S 2K KRK 2S 3k 2s aig sis 3k ois ok oe ok 
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DR. MERKEL} Affidavit of Siegfried Veberreither, Gauleiter : 
"No hostages were shot in the Untersteiermark (lower Styria)e The cases 
mentioned in Locument USSR 258 deal with persons uncer sentence of death 
for crimes they had committed," 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there any objections to the afficavit ? 
COMMA DER HARRIS: I have no objections, 
COMMESSIONER TAYLOR: Let the afficavit be marked Gestapo No 90 
for identification purposes, 
Die M -RKEL? «affidavit of Wr. Erick Isselhorst, Oberresicrungsrat, a 


summary of which follcws While the witness was Stapostellenleiter (Stapo 


Oifice Chief) in Cologne and BAS in älsace, the Staps cid not persecute 


the Catholic churche while he was active Stapo office chief in Munich, he 
had attempted to mitivate the anti-church cecrecs of the Gauleiter," 
COMMISSIONER TYLOR: Are there any cbjections to the affidavit ? 
CO MANDER HARRIS: I have no objectiuns, 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the afficavit be marked Gestapo Noe 91 for 
identification purposes, 
DR. MERKEL: I have no further a 


CO MISSIONER TAYLOR: We will recess for five minutese 


FOLLOWING RECESS 
COMMISSIONS TAYLOR: Dre Gawlik representin; the SD has an affidavit. 


Will you proceed, Dr, Gawlik ? 


THE SD, 

DR. GiWLIKe Affidavit of Gerty Brieter, a Summary of which is as 

follows s“Hauptscherfuchrer Ruebe was not a member of the SN, but of the 
~~ s 5 

Gestapo, In Minsk the SD had nothinz "to do with Jewish affairset “Thess 
activity in Ansk consiste‘ merely of makin= reports on the general morale 
and opinion," 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR? Are there any objecticns to the affidavit ? 


COMMANDER HARRIS: I have no ob jecticns, 
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COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked SD No. 69 for 
identification purposes, 


COMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there any further affidavits. 
noné, the commission will adjourne 


(The Commissicn adjourned at 1130 hours,) 


The forescing is a true and correct transcript of the submission 


of affidavits by DR. MERKEL. taken on 3 Aucust 1946 


Alice Meehan 
reporter 


CERTIFIED TOs 
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5 August 1946-SOR-3-1 
OFFICI.L TR.NSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FoR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORG.NIZ.TIONS, T..KEN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION SFPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILIT..RY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 
MARCH 1946, 
SUBMISSION OF AFFIDAVITS BY THE DEFENSE 
PURSU..NT TO THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL 
D.TED 5 JULY 1946, 
5 august 1946. 
COMMISSIONER: 
Mr. Gcorge Re Taylor. 
THE GESTAPO 
(FOLLOWING RECESS) 

COMMISSIONER TYLOR: Ro Com-ission will convene for 
the purpose of hoaring affidavits on behalf of the Gestapo, 
Will you start, Dr. Morkol? 

DR. MERKEL: I desire to submit the affidavit of Dr. 
EMIL BERNDORFF, `^ summary of which follows: 

DR. EMIL BENNDORFF-Oberregicrunge u. Kriainalrat: "Tho 
Civil Service Employces of the Protective-Custody department 
were administrative officials, Frequently, the issuance of 
the Protective-Custody deerce was rejected, The execution 
of Protective-Custody in the greatest majority of instances 
did not take place in the concentration camps,. but in jails. 
In 1936 the number of people in protective-custody amounted 
to 5,000 to 5,500 at the beginning of the wer, to nbout 10- 
000, 

„tb the end of the war, there were nbout 25,000 and 2 few 
thousand others, in addition to about 60,000 Poles. 

at thet tinc, tho total cmount of camp inmates was ap- 
proximately 550,000 to 600,000. œs social and criminal ele- 
ments among the concentrstion camp inmates represented a much 


larger figure than that of political prisoners, 


5770 





ó august 1946-50R-3=-2 

The political sections of the concentration camps were 
subordinate to tho camp Commendent ant not to the RSH... The 
protective-custody department never was informed about mass 
arrests or mass cxtorminetions of Jows, nor did it partici- 
pate by issuance of protective-custody docrass. “hen in Nov- 
ember, 1938, 20,000 Jows were arrested, these were roloasod 
about six months later, The protcetive-custody department 
had nothing to do with tho concentration cam, Theresienstadt, 
The competent department chief was not permitted to entor 
that cempe he "bullet" decree had nothing to do with shoot- 
ings. It meant that prisonors were to be stopped from es- 
caping by a ball and chain. The decree was revoked later. 


Neither the border police nor the customs police had applica 


for any protective custody orders. This had to be done by the 
competent Gestapo office," 

COMMISSIONER TAYLUR: Arc oa objections to 
affidavit ? 

COMLNDER HARRIS: eve no objections, 

the affidavit bo marked 
IPO NO. 86 for identifienti purposes. 
2 2s is kk 9K 2 2k sis a ote 

DR. MERKEL: ..ffidavit of aNTON WEISS, Ru-ierungerat;: 
It was the task of Untersuchunzsfuehrers (ian in charge of 
investigation) of the SIPC to investigate metters perteine 
ing to the following affairs: punishable actions as well as 
disciplinary infringements against members of the SITO and of 
the SD. They did not exercise any judicial functions. Mon- 
bers of the SIPO were subject to more severe laws than other 
felons. Severely punishable were infringements of the secre- 
cy duties and crines egainst property. So:ctines even capi- 
tal punishnent wes prescribed. It would not matter in the 
prosecution of punishable actions against members of the SIp 
whether this action was teken against Jews or non-Jews, Gor- 


man or non-German nationals, It was less the deed itself that 
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was punished, but rather the will to commit a crime. Six indi- 
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vidual examples are given to prove that members of the SIPO 
were either punished by death or given terms at hard labor be- 
cause of crimes against property, black-mail, mistreatment or 
statuatory crimes,' 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: „re there any objections to the 2f- 
fidavit 
COMMANDER HIRIS: I have no objections. 
COMIISSIONER T..YLOR: Let the affidavit be marked GEST. = 
PO NO, 87 for identification purposes. 
2 3462 2 9k 2k 3k k 
DR. MERKEL: „ffidavit of Dr. Sail Berndorf, Oberregie- 
rungs-und Krin. Rat.: "File Number V C BNO.831/44 ons gosig- 
ates mte V in tho RSH.. It signifies that the letter em- 
inates from the Reichs erininal police headquarters. Densin- 
ger had been the successor of Nebes as leiter of alte V since 
the suaner of 1944. Obersturmbannfuehrer Dr. Schulze was lei- 
ter of Gruppe "Kricszfal ing" (search for persons involved in 
crines pertaining to the war effort) in nit. Ve" 
CO:NISSIONER TAYLOR: are there any objections to 
fidavit ? 
COML.NDER HARRIS: I have no objections. 
COMMISSIONER TYLOR: Let the affidevit be marked 
PO NO. 88 for identification purposes. 
KK okk kk kkk ae ake ak 
DR. MERKEL: „Sfilevit of DR. INS. SCHMITZ, Krisinaldir- 
ektor: “Bofore 1933 and after the Counter-Intellisence police 
was a special section of the Political police. It was their 
task to deal with the criminal investigation of cases of high 
treason. The offices of the  opunter-intolligence police were 
separated from the rest of the offices of the state police by 
iron doors or iron Bates, E:ployees of the counter-intelligence 
police were not zware of the setivity of the state police. The 
entire personnel of the counter-intelligence police amount to 
about three-thousand people. The counter-intelligence police 


o772 





EEE MH 


did not send people to concentration camps, they merely 
transferred people to the competent law courts. Tau count- 
er-intelligence police had nothing to do with Jowish affairs. 
The counter=intelligence police did not use third degree 
interrogations. The „bwehrbeauftragten (counter-intelligence 
agent) in industries always were people working there. They 
were not Gestapo employees. ..-very close and friendly co- 
operation took place between Stzpo Koeln and several Dutch 
Police authorities in varied matters. Vory frequently Dutch 


m 


executive police officials came to conferences at Cologne 


COMIISSIONER TAYLOR; Are there any objections to the 
affidavit? 

CO.M.ANDER HLRRIS:; I have no objections, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the effidavit be marked QES- 


TPO NO. 89 , for identification purposes, 
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DR. MERKEL: Affidavit of Siegfried Ueberreither, Gauleiter : 

"No hostazes were shot in the Untersteiermark (lower Styria). The cases 
mentioned in Locument USSR 258 deal with persons uncer sentence of death 
for crimes they had committed," 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: are there any objections to the afficavit ? 

COMA DER HARRIS; I have no objections, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked Gestapo No 90 
for identificati on purposese. 

DRe MIRKEL: affidavit of tre Erick Isselhorst, Oberresierungsrat, a 
suimory of which follows "While the witness was Stapostellenleiter (Stapo 
Oifice Chief) in Cologne and BaS in “lsace, the Stapo cic not persecute 
the Catholic churche While he was active Stapo office chief in Munich, he 
had attempted to mitigate the anti-church cecrees of the Gauleitere! 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR? åre there any objections to the affidavit ? 

CO MANDER HARRIS: I have no objectionse 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the afficavit be marked Gestapo Noe 91 for 
identification purposes, 

DR. MERKEL: I have no further affidavits. 


COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: We will recess for five minutes. 


FOLLOWING RECESS 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Nr, Gawlik representin: the SD has an affidavit. 


Will you proceec, Dr. Gawlik ? 


THE SDe 
DR, GiWLIKe Affidavit of Gerty Brieter, a summary of which is as 


follows :"Hauptscherfuehrer Ruebe was not a member of the SN, but of the 


Fi “ 5 
Gestapog In Minsk the SD had nothing ‘to do with Jewish affairse thegh 


activity in Minsk consisted merely of making reports on the general morale 
and. opinion," 
COMISSION“R TAYLOR: Are there any objections to the affidavit ? 


COMMANDER HARRIS: I have no ch jections, 
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COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked SD No. 69 for 
identification purposes, 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Are there any further affidavits, There being 


nones the commission will adjourns 


(The Commissicn adjourned at 1130 hours,) 


The forescing is a true and correct transcript of the submission 


of Affidavits by DR. MERKEL. taken on 3 Aucust 1916 
lice Mechan 
reporter 
ERTIFIED TOs 


Geprge Re Taylor 


Commissioner 





